Grand Hotel Mystery Quilt
a mystery quilt by Debbie Caffrey ©2018
www.debbiescreativemoments.com
The finished size of the quilt is 88" x 88".
When selecting fabrics for this mystery quilt, be aware that you will see
a lot of your light background fabrics. The background fabrics should
blend to make a nice background, but they should not look like a single
fabric.
In addition to the background fabrics, you need a number of medium to
dark value fabrics that contrast with the background fabrics. Use color
and/or value to achieve some contrast among the medium to dark
fabrics. The medium to dark fabrics will be used in pairs, so some
contrast is necessary, but not every medium to dark fabric has to
contrast with all the other medium to dark fabrics. I’ll help you organize
and pair your fabrics in class.
At the right you will see two photos from my book, Surprise Yourself!
These fabrics are an example of some fabrics that would work well for
this mystery quilt. Use any color scheme you’d like. These fabrics are
only one possibility and are shown here just to give you an idea of the
concepts of light, blending, medium to dark, value contrast, color
contrast, etc.
Do not use a directional fabric for the light border or dark border
fabrics.
The fabric requirements, other supplies for class, and precutting
instructions are on the following pages. There will be much more
cutting during class, so bring your tools – mat, cutter, and suggested
rulers!

Grand Hotel Mystery Fabric Requirements

Other Supplies

Light Background Fabrics
¾ yard each of eight different fabrics
See the tips for selecting fabrics on the previous page.

Sewing machine
Thread to blend with fabrics
Seam ripper, pins… and other basic supplies

Medium to Dark Fabrics
½ yard each of eight or sixteen different fabrics
See the tips for selecting fabrics on the previous page.
See the cutting instructions on the following page for more
details on how many fabrics and how much of these medium to
dark fabrics that you really need. I never buy anything less than
a half yard or a fat quarter. Here is a great place to pull from
your stash!

Very Dark or Bright Tone on Tone or Small Print
½ yard of one fabric
Light Border

1¾ yards of one fabric

The border is pieced with one light fabric and one dark fabric.
Do not use a directional fabric for either the light or the dark.
The light fabric can be more of one of the eight background
fabrics or another.

Dark Border

2¼ yards of one fabric

The dark border fabric can be more of one of the medium to
dark fabrics or another.

Backing

8 yards

Binding

1 yard

Rotary cutter, mat, & rulers – Bring all the tools below to class.
There will be much more cutting during construction.
 Rotary cutter should be 45mm or 60mm.
 Mat should be 18" x 24".
 One ruler should be 24" long and between 6" and 8½" wide.
The 8½" wide ruler is the best. This ruler should have a 45°
angle line on at least one end.
 One ruler should be a small square ruler between 4½" and
6½". It should have a 45° angle line from corner to corner in
at least one direction.
 Optional, a 15" square ruler would be very helpful, but not
necessary.

Class Preparation
Cut your fabrics as directed on the following page prior to class.
Bring all the precut pieces, the excess of the eight background
fabrics and the two border fabrics, and the supplies from directly
above.
Leave the backing and binding at home. You will not get that far.

Cutting Instructions for Grand Hotel Mystery
Strips are cut across the width of the fabric, making them
approximately 40" long with selvages on each of the short ends.
Light Background Fabrics
Cut the following pieces from each of the eight light background
fabrics.
Cut two strips 4½" wide.
Use the strips to cut eighteen 4½" squares.
Cut one strip 4⅜" wide.
Use the strip to cut eight 4⅜" squares.
Cut these squares into half-square triangles.
Yield: 16 triangles
Cut one strip 3⅜" wide.
Use the strip to cut eight 3⅜" squares.
Cut these squares into half-square triangles.
Yield: 16 triangles
Medium to Dark Fabrics
To make this quilt, you need a total of forty-eight strips that are
cut 1¾" wide. Here is a great place to use fabrics from your stash!
You must cut groups of three strips per fabric if you are using
sixteen fabrics or six strips per fabric if you are using eight
fabrics, as directed below.
If you use sixteen different fabrics, cut three strips 1¾" wide from
each of the sixteen different fabrics.
If you use eight different fabrics, cut six strips 1¾" wide from
each of the eight different fabrics.
Very Dark or Bright Tone on Tone or Small Print
Cut five strips 2½" wide.

Light Border
Cut two strips 4½" wide.
Cut three strips 3½" wide.
Cut eight strips 2½" wide.
Cut two strips 1½" wide.
Dark Border
Cut one strip 8½" wide.
Use the strip to cut four 8½" squares.
Cut two strips 7½" wide.
Cut three strips 6½" wide.
Cut three strips 5½" wide.
Cut two strips 4½" wide.

